It has become increasingly evident during the last decade that the intracrevicular bacterial flora is quite different in gingivitis and Periodontitis.1'2 The crevicular bacterial flora also is radically changed by treatment of periodontal pockets,3'4 and several months may be required for the bacterial flora in a periodontal pocket to return to the pretreatment state.3"5 A slow subgingival penetration of supragingival plaque also has been reported in teeth extracted at various time intervals after scaling.6 It thus may be that supragingival plaque may form and develop marginal gingivitis for some time without concomitant reaction of Periodontitis at the bottom of a treated periodontal pocket. It also has been reported that clinically measurable pocket depths and attachment levels may be maintained essentially unaltered in treated pockets with less than perfect plaque control7 and some gingivitis as long as the patient is on a 3-month recall and prophylaxis program.8
The obvious question is whether the severity of the recurrent gingivitis has any influence on pocket depth and attachment level in treated periodontal patients on recall for prophylaxis every 3 months. A clinician tends to be more concerned with a previously treated area with severe gingivitis at the time of the recall than with an area of mild gingivitis. However, the fact that we found no variations in pocket depth and attachment levels related to plaque scores7 in such recall patients may suggest that the severity of gingivitis also has no influence on clinical pocket depth and attachment levels.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The present paper is based on 
RESULTS
When pocket reduction for pockets 1 to 3 mm was related to maintenance gingivitis scores ( Fig. 1) , there was no difference 1 year after treatment, and the gradually developing difference over time indicated more return of pocket depth for the lower than for the higher gingivitis group. However, when the 25% with the lowest J. Periodontol. January, 1982 gingivitis scores were compared with the 25% with the highest gingivitis scores (Fig. 2) 
